
 
  

BE YOURSELF . . . 
AND LEAVE COMPLETELY CHANGED! 

By Faculty and Staff, Edgecombe Early College High School at Edgecombe community College, Tarboro, NC 
 
Edgecombe Early College High School (EECHS) is more a state of mind than a place 
on a map. It is a high school that replaces bricks, glass, and mortar with character, 
courage, and support. It is a school where students become part of an educational 
family that provides the support students need to set their lives in the right direction. 
Students develop the courage to accept the responsibilities of challenging academic 
work. The Edgecombe Early College family helps students build strong character by 
creating opportunities to make real contributions to their community. 
 

Edgecombe Early College is 
an innovative, collaborative 
program between Edgecombe 
Community College (ECC) and 
Edgecombe County Public 
Schools. We are housed on 
the community college’s 
Tarboro, North Carolina 
campus. Some of the keys to 
EECHS’s success are: smaller 
class size, individualized 
academic plan, family 
atmosphere, community 
support, and personal attention 
to every student. Students who 
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EECHS students visit East Carolina University for the Engineering and 
Technology Day Egg Drop 
ish to attend EECHS must undergo an application process that includes a series of 
ssay questions, a list of goals, and an explanation of the student’s experiences in 
chool and the community. An interview between the student and Edgecombe Early 
ollege instructors and staff is also required. EECHS currently has 151 students 
nrolled, sixty of which are male, and ninety females. We have our largest freshman 
lass ever with forty-five freshmen. 

dgecombe Early College High School was opened in 2003 as a Middle College and in 
005 became an Early College. By the 2007-08 school year, EECHS averaged 32 
ollege credits earned per student by the end of their 12th grade year. The mission of 
ECHS is to provide a means for largely underserved or disengaged high school 
tudents to receive a significant academic challenge in a non-traditional setting.  Our 
tudents are provided the individual support so that each student is offered the 
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opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an Associate’s Degree 
simultaneously in five years or less. Those not seeking the Associate’s Degree are able 
to transfer to a state university with up to two years of college credit. 
 
North Carolina Public Schools State Board of Education recognized EECHS during the 
2009-10 school year with the ABC’s of Public Education School of Distinction and 
School of High Growth Awards. We attribute this designation to our strong relationships 
between our students, our faculty and staff, our parents and our community. 
 
A key component to the success of EECHS is our integration into our host college, 
Edgecombe Community College (ECC). The Tarboro Campus has nine buildings 
surrounded by 120 acres. The Early College that is housed in the Fountain building has 
4 classrooms, teachers/staff offices, and a student center that is just for EECHS 
students. Of the 154 students, around 100 students are enrolled in approximately 260 
college courses for the spring.  
 
Students are fully integrated within 
the college environment and 
participate in all activities of the 
college. For two years running 
EECHS students are the college quiz 
bowl champions and runner up in the 
Flag Football Championship.  Our 
male students are members of 
EMPAC, Empowering Males with a 
Purpose to Achieve and Celebrate, 
sponsored by the college.  They go 
on field trips and participate in 
leadership activities within this 
organization. The college staff s
as advisors for that group. Early 
College students are able to use th
learning lab on campus and all resources. EECHS students can also be members
College Honor Society, Phi Theta Kappa. An Early College student holds an office on
the Edgecombe Community College Student Government Association board.
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ECHS students participate in the college graduation. This year 18 students will earn 

staff 

athy Webb, EECHS/ECC Liaison, writes, “We have a wonderful partnership between 

heir 

ECHS has implemented several programs to assist our students as early as their 

a 

EECHS students take first place in college Quiz Bowl 

E
their two-year degree from ECC. The college staff participates in the Early College 
graduation every year and will present several awards to the students. The college 
also serves as members on the Edgecombe Early College Advisory Board.     
 
K
Edgecombe County Public Schools and Edgecombe Community College. This 
partnership works very hard to ensure that the students are first and they meet t
educational goals. In this way, students in Edgecombe County benefit the most.” 
 
E
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freshmen year in personal growth and educational development. The Student Peer 
Mentor program is designed to help our incoming freshmen adapt to and assist with 



successful transition into high school as well as the Early College culture. An EECHS 
peer mentor is an upperclassman that applied and was accepted as a peer mentor. He
or she is required to attend a Peer Mentor Leadership Training during the freshmen 
bridge week and to be available when the mentee needs assistance throughout the 
year. Training does not stop there, once a month our peer mentors meet and discuss
leadership qualities. Our expected result is a more accepting and less intimidating 
environment for new students as well as a school culture of collaboration and the 
building of leadership skills of upperclassmen. 
 

 

 

Another program to help our 
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freshmen students is Bridge 
Week. All of our newly 
accepted freshmen are 
required to attend Bridge
Week, which is held the la
week in July. Bridge Week 
consists of four days, three 
and a half hours per day dur
the morning. All of our fac
and staff take part in the 
program. The students perfor
team-building exercises, atte
curriculum information 
sessions, and go on a tour of 
EECHS Freshmen use teamwork to construct tents during Bridge Week
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Rehearsal for the Readers’ Theatre production of Gunnold’s Tales from 
Norse Mythology 

we have found that giving our freshmen a jump start to the year really eases the anxiety 

plemented the 1:1 Laptop Initiative in the Fall of 2007.  Through this program, 
ll our students are issued a laptop when they enter as freshmen, which stay with them 

 

tudents here at EECHS is that 
a 

 

 

the campus. Here at EECHS 

of both students and parents, providing the student with a better chance of success. 
 
EECHS im
a
throughout their career here at EECHS. Classes integrate technology into each lesson 
and the laptops are used to insure student success in the 21st Century world they live in.
Teachers receive regular technology staff development to keep them up-to-date with 
current trends in technology and available Web 2.0 tools. 
 
One of the requirements of 
s
they complete and maintain 
web-based electronic portfolio, 
showcasing their work and the 
progress they make as learners
from 9th grade throughout their 
career here at EECHS. This is a 
logical extension of the state-
required graduation project and 
helps students to be prepared
for it once they reach their 12th 
grade year. In the electronic 

Page 3 of 5 



portfolio, students reflect on their own learning process, helping to develop them into 
lifelong learners. 
 
This year EECHS is excited about hosting the MCNC’s Student Leadership Conference, 
“Saving our Habitat, Preserving our Humanity.” We kicked off the preparation for the 
conference with two recycling projects. Our houses competed in a plastic bottle 
recycling project and a cardboard re-purposing project where students designed and 
built kayaks out of used packaging cardboard. 
 
Staff members have arranged an action-packed schedule for conference attendees 
including MCNC’s Amazing Race: Exploring Tarboro, a visit to NC’s beautiful Outer 
Banks, complete with a trip to the Aquarium in Manteo, Jockey’s Ridge State Park, the 
Wright Brothers’ Museum. In addition, the schedule includes a service project for the 
local food bank organized by our local 4-H personnel, and will culminate with an exciting 
race of our student-built cardboard kayaks on Tarboro’s scenic Indian Lake.  
 
We look forward to hosting the MCNC Ambassadors, student participants and adult 
leaders and hope they will all enjoy their southern adventure here in Tarboro as we 
explore, “Saving Our Habitat, Preserving Our Humanity.” 
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Cardboard Kayak Project Teaching Real World Skills 
Reprinted from Edgecombe Community College News 

 
Edgecombe Early College High School students are making boats out of cardboard and 
learning about business models and investments in the process. Five teams, one from 
each Early College grade level 9 through 13, are competing in a yearlong Cardboard 
Kayak competition that culminates with a race on Indian Lake in Tarboro. 
 
“The Cardboard Kayak concept has been 
around for a long time,” says George 
Anderson, sustainability coordinator at 
ECC and project creator/consultant. “We 
took the simple idea of building a 
cardboard boat that actually floats and 
added competitive aspects that go beyond 
winning a boat race.” The students are 
learning the concept-to-customer business 
model. The boats must be designed and 
constructed entirely by the students. “First, 
we decided that the students would create 
a concept and build a product, then, we 
restricted their resources and developed a 
value for the materials they use. We created 
a sixth team of Early College students who 
are managing the ‘bank’ for the teams as 
well as the regatta.” 
 
“Finally, we established a stock value of $1,000 
mascot is the turtle) for each team. As the projec
based on the teams’ performance in labs and in 
whose team has the highest stock value at the e
a special drawing on race day.” Anderson and T
and Cardboard Kayak coordinator, have reviewe
studied design and fabrication methods. Teams 
cardboard boats on the one-acre lake. Winners 
design/engineering, artistic, performance, and o
 
Edgecombe Early College is hosting the Middle 
Spring, which will bring several hundred high sch
Since this coincides with the Cardboard Kayak R
plan to train MCNC visitors as judges in each of 
foremost event during the consortium meeting, s
country will participate in the Edgecombe projec
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George Anderson sustainability coordinator at ECC who 
shaped the Cardboard Kayak project, leads a lab on 

flotation construction with EECHS students  
in ‘turtle dollars’ (the Early College 
t progresses the stock value changes 
meeting other milestones. The class 
nd of the competition will participate in 
im Cochran, an Early College instructor 
d preliminary boat designs. Students 
will attempt to complete 10 laps in their 
will be selected in four categories: 
verall. 

College National Consortium in the 
ool students to the ECC campus. 
egatta, ECC and Early College officials 
the categories. “The regatta will be the 
o ultimately students from all over the 
t.” 
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